Spectral comparisons of coniferyl and cinnamyl alcohol epoxide derivatives with a purported cis-epoxyconiferyl alcohol isolate.
The reported isolation of cis-epoxyconiferyl alcohol must be incorrect, based upon comparison of the reported Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) spectral data for the isolate with those for synthesized coniferyl and cinnamyl alcohol epoxide derivatives. Attempts to prepare cis- and trans-coniferyl alcohols were unsuccessful, although their acetate derivatives could be synthesized. The NMR spectral data for a synthetic sample of pinoresinol were in excellent agreement with those for the purported isolate.